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| nisdenieanors, and to prevent the growth ef toryism,” which originated in the senate, has been
“egmivcd by this house, and 15 herewith .retumcd. \

The act which the bill proposes to enlorce, was passed at the most critical and arduous period of
the revolution, when this country was struggling for its independence, assailed by a powertul ene-
my without, gnd Fhrcatened within by traiturous combin.;n;ions aqd conspiracies. This house can
pcr“,;w nothing 1o the character ut_ ‘the present war. or i the existing circumstances ofthe nation,
which can render the obsolete provisions ot the actintended to be revived either necessary or ap-
plicable. And on refeiring to theactit will be found, ti.at there are extraovdinary powers granted
init, which, however requisite tor the exigencies of that time, might become susceptible of violent
abuse for the worst and most tyranical purposes.  The twellth section would give authority to the
excoulive of the state on the first invasion of the enemy, to cause the arrest of all persons whom
the governor and council should consider ¢ dangervus to the safety of the state,”” and to keep them
in comfinement, at pleasure, during the invasion, without the chance of relief against oppression by
ihe heneiit of the habeas corpus act, whichis to be absolutely suspended in relation to such persons
as may be the ohjects of executive suspicion.  Under the 36th section of the act, any citizen of
another state travelling threugh this state, orany citizen of Maryland passing out of the state,
w without a pass signed by some member of congiess, or a governor or a judge,” would be liable
io be apprehended, to be carried before a justice of the peace, and if considered by the jusiiceas
w3 dangerous petson’’ might be committed to the public jail of the county where he was seized.
However well founded our confidence may be in the public authorities of the state, we are not
willmg to trust the perscnal liberty and rights of the citizen entirely to their preearious will, when
there1s no apparent occasion for this violest =trutch of power, and at a season when we are more
eSpecially bound to gua::d every constitutional privikge with increased vigilance against the en-
croachnients of usurpation. |
These are scine of the objections which have induced us to ieject the biil; there are others
oi a different nature which we feel it our duty to declare,  The political divisions which have
unforinnately separated the people of this country into two great contending parties, are known
to have assumed every torm of irritation which a zealous aud unceasing contest could produce.
Among a class of persons remarkably aware of the force and influence of names, it has become
customary to stigmatize ther political opponents with every opprobrious epithet which malevo-
lence could suggest ; and we bave seen not only the sons and descendunts of revolutionar
pa'riots, but even surviving veterans ot the war for indepencence, who fcught and bled in that
glorious struggle, now held up to popular odiuwm, under an otlensive tv1u of reproach, which
was once exclusively applied as a mark of infamy to thise whose fectings during that strug-
gle were enlisted aguiust the cause of their count:sy. We will not for @ moment peimit our-
selves to suppose, that the senate couid so far forget what 1s due to a sense of decency and
justice, as to have designed by reviving pubkc, attention to the old aet against toryism, to
sanction the base and vulgar calumny which would now charge a considerable portion of the
Awmerican people with disaffectivn to the inlerests and hberties of their native land. But we
mast be allowed to express our regret, that a measure of this sort should have been inconsid-
eratcly adopted by the other branch of the legislature, tending to create odious surmises, and
to cnerease the exacerbation of the public mind, unhappily inflamed and distracted as it is by
the resentments of party contention. C
Another forcible objection might be urged against the-bill. It is essential in every free gov-
ernment, that crimes and offences should be accurately defined. When the act of 1777 was
passed, toryism was distinctly understood to mean the crime of those who were opposed to the
cause of independence. In England, from whence the term was bosrrowed, it has at different
periods obtained a very different acceptation, varying with political even's and changes in the
historv of that natien. Some fourteen or fifteen years ago, in a lctter from Thomas Jefferson,
E:qr. then vice-president, and since presiient of the United States, aidvessed to John Wise
E«qr. speaker of the House of Delegates of Virginia, the word tory was explained as being
merely a term to designate the usual or indiscriminate adherents and supporters of any prevail-
ing administration ef the country. ' In this sensc, we cannot presume it was designed in the
bill from the senate, that the offence of toryism should at this day be understood to consist.
Bat in no sense, and under no circumstances would the House of Delegates consider them-
selves justified, in assenting to a measure as objectionable as it is unnecessary, and which can
be calculated to produce no other effect than that of appearing to countenance an idle profli-
gate, and unwarrantable imputation, on a great body of faithful and patiiotic frecmen at this
tine composing a conslitutional majority of the people of Maryland.
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The yeas and nays being required appeared as follow : :
| AFFIRMATIVE,

Messrs. Plater, Millard, Causin, Boyer, tands, Brown, Reynolds,  Blake, Turper,
Stonestreet, Fovd, Rogerson, Bayly, Cottman, Long, Stewart, Griffith, Jootel, J. 1. Evauns,
Lusbv, Hogg, Robert Fvans, Callis, Quinton, J. Thomas, J. . Thomas, Jones, Crabb, Hillea-
1y, Robinett, Howard—31. ]

NEGATIVE.
Messrs. Sellman, Belt, Randall, Stansbury, BLennett,Martin, S. Stevens, Wright, Forwood,
of Wi, Forwood, of J’b. Dallam, Maulsby, Saulsbury, Willis, Barney, Kershuer, Gabby.—17.
: Soit was resolved in the affirmative.
Mr . Cottman delivers a bill entitled, an agt for the relief of John Landreih, of Somerset county ;
which was read. - |
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